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but it seem? clear that, though he did not take part in
the capture of Messina, his relations with the English
remained friendly, and his mediation secured peace
between Eichard and Tancred. A slight quarrel there
was when Eichard wished to set up his banners on the
walls of Messina, October 4; but four days later the
two kings " swore on the relics of the saints to keep
good faith to one another, both as regards their own
persons and the two armies, during their pilgrimage."'
Christmas they spent together in amity, and from
day to day tournaments diverted the knights while they
waited for favourable winds. It was then that Eichard's
hot temper burst out against William de Barres, the
gallant French knight who had been his prisoner two
years before, and was afterwards to save Philip's life
at Bouvines. The French knight was more than a
match for the English king in tilting, and it needed
Philip's personal intercession to win forgiveness for his
follower's prowess. Tancred, it seemed, was not
unwilling to keep the two kings from any close friend-
ship, and there was still the question of Richard's
marriage with Alais. This was at last settled before
Philip sailed for Acre, and the claims of the unhappy
lady to be queen of England were at last abandoned
even by her brother.
It was on Saturday, March 30, 1191, that Philip at
length set sail from Messing and three weeks later he
arrived at Acre. The weary knights rejoiced, says
William the Breton, to leap upon the sand by the walls
of the great city which he calls Acharon. The siege
had been in progress for a year and a half, and Guy de
Lusignan had been joined by many of the crusaders.